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Lao Character Set

e The Lao alphabet has 33 consonant letters
including of 27 single consonants and 6 mixed
consonants.
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Lao Character Set (Cont.)

14 Vowels, 4 Tone Marks and 10 Digits
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Lao Character Set (Cont.)

e There are many Lao Character set, but it can be
divided into 3 groups:

— Upper ASCII structure

e simple technology by replacement of English glyphs with Lao
character glyph and using codes for English characters to
write Lao text.

 Need to switching font for mixing text Lao-English

— Lower ASCII structure

e To solve the problem of mixed Lao-English text with same
font without having trouble to repeatedly change the font

e |tis require add-on software or some programming
application in order to executed all those characters




..
$F @@ @
BEENRENEEEEE EBE z@
EEEEE & Do Hﬂﬂ\\
JELECECEXOTOICICTRTET IR
"EED BE B DO Br

|  oEEE OEECEEE
d HRE HE ER E &

*03 Special symbols and

27 Single consonants
*10 Lao digits

*03 mixed consonants
*18 Single vowels

composed of 65 symbols with
04 Tone marks

almost existed in Lao

The Lao Unicode code table is
language:
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Lao Font

e There are many Lao font
—Sethatirad OT(Official font)
—Saysettha OT
— Saysettha Lao
— Alice
—HongKad




Lao Script Standardization

e There are about 140 different non-Unicode font
and their versions exist for Lao language

e All fonts have different custom encodings. It make
the conversion process difficult and slow

* |n 15t step these fonts are categories into 46

different groups according to the encoding they
used.

— 46 mapping tables are defined for converting non-
Unicode encoding to Unicode

— These 46 groups are further reduced to 24 groups
after taking the union of mapping tables




Mapping table

e Mapping tables are simple text files with the
following format

— NON-UNICODE ENCODING:UNICODE

Example:

005C:0EDD
005B:0E9A
59:0EB4+0EC9
57:0EDO
55:0EB5+0EC9




Font Group Table

e This table identifies the group of a particular
font and associate it with the corresponding
mapping table

e The format of a Group Table is:

— Source font = target font = size fector = map table




Lao Keyboard

ne Lao language is composed of 65 unit
naracters and signs which contained 27
naracters of single consonants, 06 mixed
consonants characters, 14 single vowels
characters, 04 tone marks characters, 03

special symbols characters and 10 characters
of Lao digit numbers




Lao Keyboard (Cont.)

Usually the number of characters in the Keyboard is equal
with the number of character set in the internal code table.
However some keyboard layout might have grater or lesser
numbers then internal code table. The following table is
representing on how developers coding the characters:

Lharacter set
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Lao Standard Keyboar




Lao Mobile phone Keyboard

Key Character
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Switch keyboard layout
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