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Language and PolicyLanguage and Policy

�� 60+ 60+ languages spoken in Pakistanlanguages spoken in Pakistan

�� IndoIndo--AryanAryan

�� IndoIndo--IranianIranian

�� TibetoTibeto--BurmanBurman

�� DravidianDravidian

�� All except one (All except one (GujratiGujrati) use Arabic Writing System ) use Arabic Writing System 

�� Urdu is the national language Urdu is the national language 

�� Lower courts, police FIR, land records, in UrduLower courts, police FIR, land records, in Urdu

�� English is the official languageEnglish is the official language

�� Higher courts, govt. notifications, govt. communication, in Higher courts, govt. notifications, govt. communication, in 

EnglishEnglish
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Language and PolicyLanguage and Policy

Punjabi 60,647,207

Sindhi 18,500,000

Seraiki 13,843,106

Urdu 10,719,000Urdu 10,719,000

Pashto 18,863,716

Balochi 5,681,000

Brahui 2,000,000

Hindko 2,500,000

Farsi 1,000,000
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Language and PolicyLanguage and Policy

�� Urdu not the most spoken language but second language for Urdu not the most spoken language but second language for 

most people, as medium of instruction in schools is Urdumost people, as medium of instruction in schools is Urdu

�� Punjab Punjab –– Punjabi, Punjabi, SeraikiSeraiki, , HinkoHinko

�� Off: EnglishOff: English

�� School: School: UrduUrdu

�� SindhSindh –– SindhiSindhi

�� Off: EnglishOff: English

�� School: Sindhi, School: Sindhi, UrduUrdu

�� SarhadSarhad –– PashtoPashto

�� Off: EnglishOff: English

�� School: School: UrduUrdu

�� BalochistanBalochistan –– BalochiBalochi

�� Off: EnglishOff: English

�� School: School: UrduUrdu
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Language and PolicyLanguage and Policy

�� Urdu was to be adopted by Govt. by 1988 (Constitution of 1973)Urdu was to be adopted by Govt. by 1988 (Constitution of 1973)

�� National Language Authority (est. 1979)National Language Authority (est. 1979)

�� To promote Urdu as the National Language  and prepare Urdu to be To promote Urdu as the National Language  and prepare Urdu to be 

adopted as an official language by developing terminology dictionaries adopted as an official language by developing terminology dictionaries 

and training materialand training material

�� Urdu Science BoardUrdu Science Board

�� To translate scientific material into UrduTo translate scientific material into Urdu

�� Other Authorities and Academies Other Authorities and Academies 

�� Sindhi Language AuthoritySindhi Language Authority

�� SeraikiSeraiki AcademyAcademy

�� Punjab Language and Culture CenterPunjab Language and Culture Center

�� Pashto AcademyPashto Academy

�� BalochiBalochi AcademyAcademy
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Language, IT and PolicyLanguage, IT and Policy

�� Language not specifically addressed in IT Policy in 2000 but Language not specifically addressed in IT Policy in 2000 but 

realization to promote Urdu computing realization to promote Urdu computing –– many relevant many relevant 

organizations and projectsorganizations and projects

�� National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) launched in National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) launched in 

2000 to develop Urdu ID Cards for all Pakistani Citizens2000 to develop Urdu ID Cards for all Pakistani Citizens

�� Center of Excellence in Urdu Informatics at National Language Authority Center of Excellence in Urdu Informatics at National Language Authority 

in 2000+in 2000+

�� Urdu Lexicon ProjectUrdu Lexicon Project-- EE--Govt. to develop Urdu MT, Urdu TTS and Govt. to develop Urdu MT, Urdu TTS and 

Urdu LexiconUrdu Lexicon

�� Land Record System in Punjab commissionedLand Record System in Punjab commissioned

�� Current Focus on Language Content Current Focus on Language Content 

�� Expert group to devise content development projects through Expert group to devise content development projects through MoITMoIT

initiative called NIDUinitiative called NIDU
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Language, IT and PolicyLanguage, IT and Policy

�� Much greater role in next IT policy, currently Much greater role in next IT policy, currently 

being drafted:being drafted:
�� ReviewReview currentcurrent situationsituation andand qualityquality ofof II..TT.. EducationEducation inin

PakistanPakistan;; identifyidentify futurefuture areasareas thatthat needneed toto bebe focused,focused, inin

termsterms ofof humanhuman resourcesresources skillsskills andand specializationsspecializations;; andandtermsterms ofof humanhuman resourcesresources skillsskills andand specializationsspecializations;; andand

outlineoutline aa roadmaproadmap forfor spreadingspreading II..TT.. educationeducation inin PakistanPakistan toto

reducereduce thethe digitaldigital dividedivide inin lineline withwith futurefuture trendtrend

�� ReviewReview currentcurrent situationsituation ofof usingusing UrduUrdu languagelanguage inin II..TT..--

centriccentric processesprocesses andand functionsfunctions;; identifyidentify impedimentsimpediments inin

commoncommon availabilityavailability ofof UrduUrdu--basedbased softwaresoftware applicationsapplications andand

automatedautomated servicesservices;; andand recommendationsrecommendations forfor promotionpromotion ofof

UrduUrdu languagelanguage inin ICTICT
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Some Related InitiativesSome Related Initiatives

�� Higher Education Commission Scholarship Program over past 3 Higher Education Commission Scholarship Program over past 3 

yearsyears

�� 3000 International Scholarships3000 International Scholarships

�� 5000 Indigenous Scholarship5000 Indigenous Scholarship

�� Punjab ICT Literacy ProgramPunjab ICT Literacy Program�� Punjab ICT Literacy ProgramPunjab ICT Literacy Program

�� 15 Computer Labs in 4,286 High Schools of Punjab15 Computer Labs in 4,286 High Schools of Punjab

�� Land Record SystemLand Record System

�� Center for Excellence in Computational LinguisticsCenter for Excellence in Computational Linguistics

�� Language Processing Society of PakistanLanguage Processing Society of Pakistan

�� Regular biennial conference on Language and TechnologyRegular biennial conference on Language and Technology
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Some Continuing ChallengesSome Continuing Challenges

�� Too much focus on UrduToo much focus on Urdu

�� Other Languages of Pakistan?Other Languages of Pakistan?

�� Not clear policy on which organization owns the standardization Not clear policy on which organization owns the standardization 

processprocess

�� NLANLA�� NLANLA

�� MoITMoIT

�� PSQCAPSQCA

�� Need more R&D groups in Pakistan in language technologyNeed more R&D groups in Pakistan in language technology

�� Need stronger IPR regime to protect translation of research into Need stronger IPR regime to protect translation of research into 

developmentdevelopment

�� Need to translated content oriented policy to action.  Not clear Need to translated content oriented policy to action.  Not clear 

how that is possible in a participatory wayhow that is possible in a participatory way
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Thank youThank you

QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions
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