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Summary

The Regional Conference on Localized ICT Development and Dissemination across Asia was held
in the middle of the second phase to examine the current status, progress and future prospects of the 
PAN Localization project. The conference also aimed to share experience among the country teams, to 
discuss the challenges faced and solutions tried by countries that can guide other partners faced with 
similar issues in the spheres of technology, end user training and content development.  A major outcome 
of the discussions was that it allowed the participants to give their feedback and suggestions about the 
project that resulted in suggestions to redesign some of the project budget and activities. The 
organization of conference program into two parallel sessions on technology and training/content 
thematic areas also helped focus the issues for relevant audience.  The conference concluded with a 
continuing discussion on future prospects of the project including sustainability of the research and the 
vision of the project partners beyond 2010.

The regional conference was the first event where the new partners in the second phase were meeting 
with existing partners continuing from the first phase.  Therefore before the formal inauguration of the 
project day long excursion tour was arranged to provide an opportunity to the teams to socialize and 
know each other better in an informal setting to help them interact better during the conference.

The conference had sixty participants from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, 
Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, South Africa (PAN Africa Localization project)
and Thailand. Afghan team was invited but could not come.  Participants representing their country 
components gave the current status of activities along with the problems they are facing during 
implementation of the project. The conference provided an opportunity for discussion on collaboration 
between PAN Localization project and other projects, e.g. PAN Africa Localization project and A-Star 
projects.

Following the previous regional conferences organized by the PAN Localization, this conference also 
further strengthened and expanded the project network beyond members by introducing the project to 
eminent research institutes like NICT, Japan and reinforcing cooperative relations with organizations like 
TCL and NECTEC, Thailand.  
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“The Summer School in Asian Language 
Processing” was arranged in June 2006 at National 
University of Computer and Emerging Sciences 
Lahore, Pakistan by PAN Localization project. This 
activity aimed at building the capacity of participants 
in advanced local language technology 
development. The basic objective of this training 
was the development through PAN Localization 
project beyond basic localization into real speech, 
script and language processing. The training 
included project team members, as well as external 
participants. The participation in the training was 
open only for the representatives from the 
appropriate localization organization or by reference of known personnel from the governmental circles, 
academia or related institutions.                              

The next regional gathering under PAN 
Localization project was held in Thimphu, Bhutan
in 2007. This "Regional Consultation on Local 
Language Computing Policy in Developing Asia" 
was organized to bring the policy makers and 
researchers together to discuss various aspects of 
language computing. The issues related to 
technology, content, training, licensing and other 
related facets of local language computing were 
looked during the consultation.                             

In addition to regional conferences, PAN Localization project has also structured a continuous training 
process for all teams involved in the project.  These include short term training held within a country 
component, or short-term sub-regional training for few country teams having a joint request for certain 
areas. These training (details given at http://www.panl10n.net/english/activities.htm) have greatly helped 
develop their capacities to work on local language computing research and to further disseminate and 
share the knowledge of ICT. The project partners also actively participate in forums and consultation 
other than PAN Localization project that facilitate collaboration with researchers working in similar areas.






